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Controlling your
Xubuntu system

Elizabeth Krumbach

top environment can take some time,

but Xfce has a traditional approach
that many users will find is easy to pick up
upon. Once you have become familiar with
the basics you may begin exploring more op-
tions for sound, how to list running applica-
tions, file associations and how to automati-
cally run a program when you log in.

B ecoming comfortable with a new desk-

By default in your Xubuntu environment you
will find basic sound control pretty easy.
You can open the basic volume control in
Xubuntu by clicking on the speaker icon in
the top right hand side of your panel.

The first selection on the menu is Mute
which you can select to mute your sound.
Once muted, the speaker icon in the panel
will show a speaker and several dashes, in-
dicating no sound. To unmute you can open
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Figure 1. Sound indicator

the menu again and instead of Mute you will
see Unmute and you just select that. The
volume scrollbar in this menu can be used
to directly adjust the Master volume, and in-
stead of the dashes you saw when muted,
the icon will give you a visual representation
of how loud the volume is set at.

For more control than just your main
volume, select Sound Settings... from that
menu, this will launch the pavucontrol, the
PulseAudio Volume Control tool. Using this
tool you can adjust the sound levels, and
click on the lock icon in the Output Devices
tab to adjust the left and right speakers in-
dependently.

You may also want to install the xfce4-
mixer which gives you more fine-tuned con-
trol of the sound levels. If you don’t see any
controls coming up automatically in this
tool, click on Select Controls... to select ad-
ditional controls that you may be able to
manipulate for your card. You may also click
on the Sound card dropdown at the top to
change settings for other audio cards, if you
have them) and settings for microphones.

You can find the Xfce Task Manager (xfce4-
taskmanager) by going to the applications
menu at the top left System -> Task Man-
ager.

By default you will get a basic view of ser-
vices running, but you can list all processes
by clicking on Preferences and selecting
Show all processes. Through this Prefer-
ences menu you can also toggle the preci-
sion with which it tracks CPU (rather than
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full percentages, it can go to the 2™
decimal place), full command line
view and adjust the refresh rate in
several increments from 500ms to
10s (default is 750ms).

At the top of the Task Manager,
next to the Preferences button, you
also have a built in CPU and RAM
monitor, which will give you the per-
centage as a number if you hover
over them.

You can sort processes by any
of the columns in descending or
ascending order by clicking on the
title of the column. The Preferences
also allows you to adjust the col-
umns you wish to see, allowing you
to add the PPID (Parent Process ID),
State, Virtual Bytes, UID and Prior-
ity, all of which are sortable. In order
to manipulate a task, you right click
to get a menu which offers options
to: Stop, Kill, Terminate or Priority
which will show a sub menu of pri-
orities you can change the process
to from Very low through Very high.

P¥ TIP: When you are finished

Y with Task Manager you'll want
to click on the Quit button, if you
simply close it by pressing on the “x”
at the top of the window it will sim-

ply minimize it to your panel.

If you want to view more constant
load usage on your system, you also
have the option of adding items to
your Xfce panel which track proces-
sor, RAM, disk and more.

Just like many other Desktop Envi-
ronments, in Xubuntu you have a
selector accessible within the file
manager that allows you select an
application per file type.

First, open the file manager by
going to the applications menu at
the top left Accessories -. File Man-
ager, and then go to a directory that
has files you wish to open.

Double-clicking on a file will
open it in the default application as-
sociated with it. A single right-click
will bring you to a menu that allows
you to open with the default applica-
tion associated with it, or with other
applications which may be associ-
ated with that file type.
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Figure 2. pavucontrol

You also have the option of Open
With Other Application... which will
bring up an Open With window that
allows you to select any application
for association, or a custom com-
mand, and also gives you a check-
box for Use as default for this kind
of file - so it remembers it as your
default preference. You can also set
the application you wish to open the
file with by opening the Properties
dialog for the file and changing the
Open With setting, which will change
the default application for that and
other files of the same type.

Finally, there are limited default
application associations under the

Manager -> Preferred Applications.
This settings menu will allow you to
select the default Web Browser, Mail
Reader, Terminal Emulator, and File
Manager.

In Xubuntu, having an application
automatically start when you log
in is pretty straight-forward. You go
to the Settings Manager and scroll
down to the System section where
you will want to click on Session and
Startup.

Session and Startup allows
you to customize the Xfce splash
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M Introduction

desktop you will find many other
tools and applications to take fur-
ther control of your desktop. You will
find many tools for this under the
Settings Manager and under the
System menu in the Applications
Menu. Additional tools and panel
plugins are also available through
the Ubuntu Software Center.
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Figure 4. File association tool

to logging in, and includes a tab for
Application Autostart which you will
want to select. Inside this tab you'll
see a long list of predefined applica-
tions that you can choose to enable
or disable upon log in.

If the application you wish to
autostart is not in the list, you can
click the Add button to define this
information yourself. You can also
select any application already in the
list and select Edit to see how that

is configured - if you're looking for
tips on setting something up. If you
ever wish to stop auto-starting an
application, you can unselect the
checkbox next to it in this menu and
that will disable it; you can also fully
remove the definition with the Re-
move button.

Controlling your
desktop further

As you work more with your Xubuntu
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Figure 5. Application Autostart tool
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